THE  SPANISH WAR
Toledo would have been captured b7 the Reds, and that
was the alternative which confronted General Franco.
At the moment when the first assault on Madrid had
failed, the Nationalist position in the field, and especially
in the Northern Madrid sector, was one of considerable
peril. The Nationalists had driven a very thin wedge
through the scrub oak fields of the Casa de Campo
abutting on the Manzanares, just at the city limits,
where on the opposite bank the University City, that
magnificent collection of hospitals, laboratories, and lecture
rooms built by King Alfonso, spreads itself on the hill
between the Iron Gates and the Paseo de Resales
The Legionaries holding this narrow passage had Reds
on the right, clustered in the rows of workmen's dwellings
near the Segovia Bridge. They had Reds to their left,
occupying the whole of the Casa de Campo as far as
Partridge Hill, the rise along which the main Corunna
road leaves Madrid They had also Reds behind them
in the Casa de Campo at Humera, and back as far as the
persistently annoying Red camps at Boadilla del Monte,
Pozuelo, and Aravaca When they were shelled, they
were under fire from three directions at the same time.
Something like this situation prevailed likewise on the
extreme right of the Nationalist lines near the Toledo
bridge and on the eastern side of the Cerro de los Angeles.
Both on the left and the right flanks fighting was
continuous throughout the greater part of November,
December and January, and though naturally there was
a certain amount of ebb and flow, it must be said that
the Reds did not at any moment make appreciable gains.
On the other hand, though the Nationalists did make some
progress, they could not strike a decisive blow, and military
experts might well ask the question whether it would,not
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